Epilogue 


This, the fourth and final volume, culminates eleven years of research, transcribing, 
editing, and photocopying the George Wadsworth Diaries. 

The little village of Wadsworth, including store, post office and train station, 
functioned until November 23, 1906 when it was completely destroyed by fire (see following 
newspaper articles). Ironically, the trains which gave birth to Wadsworth Village also 
contributed to its ultimate demise as the fire was reported to have been started by the sparks 
of a passing locomotive. At that time, Elmer Wadsworth, George’s son, was the station 
agent, postmaster and express agent. The newspapers reported that Elmer helped his father, 
George, out of the house as he was blind (confirmed on September 29, 1902 by the minutes of the South 


Franklin Church where George Wadsworth, as a member and legal voter, signed an “X” for his signature). 


According to the November 26, 1906 Woonsocket Evening Call, most of the goods from the 
two Wadsworth houses were saved. 
My theory concerning the preservation of these diaries is that some of the neighbors, 

. including Mr. Albert Newell (whose house on Grove Street these diaries came from) stored some of 
the Wadsworths’ goods after the fire. As George was blind and died eight months after the 
fire, the diaries, together with boxes of memorabilia, were never retrieved from the attic of 
the Newell house by the Wadsworths. They were eventually offered through various yard 
sales at that same location where I happened upon them. 


George Wadsworth died on July 8, 1907 of pernicious anemia at the age of 71 years. 





Elmer built a new house on the lot after the fire. (see photo below). He continued to 


act as station agent and postmaster from this house until his death in 1917. 


Note: The stone wall and 

stairs in front of the house 

are seen in several of the 

original Wadsworth 

pictures and presently exist 

in front of Melvin and Alice 

Root's residence on Spring Street. 





Photo Courtesy of Mr. Eluin Silloway, Franklin 


Elmer, who never married, died of pluritis July 14, 1917 at the age of 54, (see following 
newspaper article, dated July 16, 1917) leaving most of his holdings and estate valued at 
approximately $85,000 to his brother, Alvah, who at that time lived in Denver, Colorado with 
his wife Annabel. 

On December 20, 1919 Alvah and Annabel traveled to Franklin to sell the house and 
land on Spring Street to James D. Bishop and Albert P. Bishop, whose family, as of this 
writing, still own and reside at the property. 

Alice (Bishop) Root, daughter of James D. Bishop, and her husband, Melvin, 


replaced the old homestead with a log home in 1987. 


After extensive research in order to locate any relatives of Alvah, I placed the 


following ad in the February, 1993 Yankee Magazine: 


GENIE OF THE MONTH 


The original 

postcard pictured 

here sent by Alvah to ms Our. MR. A C WADSWORTH, | sass 
5 | witt en Ät on yom abort ans 


his father, George, 
on October 11, 1892 
can be seen in the 
beginning of this 
volume. 





Picture postcard from Alvah Wadsworth. 





HAVE ACQUIRED 25 DIARIES OF 

George M. Wadsworth (b. 1836, m. 

Emeline Metcalf, 1861, sons: Elmer, 

Alvah) that Iam transcribing. The di- 
aries include daily entries dated from 
1857 to 1893. Unfortunately, there are 
gaps in the sequence of the journals that 
suggest some are missing. I hope to con- 
tact descendants of George’s only sur- 
viving son, Alvah, to locate and copy the 
last of the diaries. Alvah moved to Seat- 
tle, Washington, in 1892, then to Den- 
ver, Colo., where he married Annabel; 
his last known address (according to a 
family will) was 412 Cooper Building, 
Denver. — Gail Lembo, 
£221 Pond Street, Franklin, MA 02038 


— Gail Lembo 

















Of the many letters I received from various families of Wadsworths, none contained 


information of Alvah’s whereabouts. 


In 1993, I retained a genealogical researcher from Denver, Colorado (see following 
report dated March 23, 1993). His report listed Alvah & Annabel’s last known address as of 
1925, as 607 High St., Denver, Colorado. Alvah was employed as a special agent for the 
Provident Mutual Life Ins. Co. Here the trail runs cold for there is no listing after 1925 in the 
Denver area of Alvah or Annabel Wadsworth. All of the records in Denver indicate there 
were no children listed for the Wadsworths. Alvah, having inherited the bulk of his 


brother’s $85,000 estate in 1917, could have moved anywhere. 


I don’t know if George would have approved of opening his diaries to future 
generations of Franklinites but the legacy he left is a valuable lesson in Franklin history. 
It reveals how difficult life was for a nineteenth century middleclass farmer. Although most 
of the entries are mundane, they point out the differences between the nineteenth and 
twenty-first century life styles. A middle class family toiled daily farming, chopping wood 
for household heat and cooking, cutting and storing ice blocks from ponds in winter for 
refrigeration in summer and many other tasks that are now almost forgotten. It was a 
different time where visitation by friends and relatives was a daily occurrence and one would 
sit up all night at the house of a dead friend in order to keep the corpse company. 

Comparing day-to-day living one hundred years ago with today, one can only 


imagine what life will be like 100 years from now . 





One hundred and fifty years ago, when George first sat down each day to write in 
these diaries, I am sure he never envisioned that recording his daily activities would help 


preserve the little village of Wadsworth for generations to come. 


The complete Wadsworth collection at the Franklin Library also includes two diaries 
written by Elmer for the years 1890 and 1892; the original handwritten minutes of the South 
Franklin Church from 1857 — 1952, and various pictures, papers and artifacts not used in 
these diaries and left for future generations to sort out. 

I hope that in the future, the missing diaries and the final whereabouts 


of Alvah will turn up. 


Gail Lembo 





1906 
WADSWORTH 
FIRE 


COPIED FROM 


The Woonsocket Evening Call 


Monday, 
November 26, 1906 











Franklin News 


Wadsworth the Scene of 
Destructive Fire 


THREE HOUSES, TWO BARNS 


And other outbuildings consumed 
~Railroad Station and Post office 
Destroyed—Three Horses and Two 
Cows Burned in W. C. Rose’s Barn— 
George M. Wadsworth and Walter C. 
Rose the Losers—Total Loss About 
$16,000—Only a Small Insurance— 
Supposed to Have Started From Spark 
From Locomotive—Other News 
About Town. 


(Special to the Evening Call) 


Franklin, Mass., Nov. 26,--Wadsworth 
in South Franklin and over three miles 
from the center, was visited by a fire 
Saturday afternoon that swept away two 
houses owned by George M. Wadsworth, 
in one of which was the railway station, 
Postoffice and Adams express office; a 
barn, carriage house and corn crib, also 
the property of Mr. Wadsworth; the farm 
house, barn and hen house of Walter C. 
Rose, who lives on the corner of Spring 
and Washington Streets, nearly half a 
mile from the destroyed Wadsworth 
homestead, which is also on Spring 
Street. Three horses, a cow and a heifer 
that were in the Rose barn were burned to 
a crisp, and 20 hens met death in the hen 
house. About the same number were 
saved. 

Nearly all the household effects in the 
two Wadsworth houses, which were 
occupied by Mr. Wadsworth, his son 
Elmer, who is station agent, postmaster 
and express agent in the little settlement, 
and Miss Miller, niece of Wadsworth, 


were removed, but much of the furniture 
was broken. The Wadsworth barn was 
well stocked with hay, and this was 
consumed. Mr. Rose saved only a small 
portion of his household goods, and good 
stock of hay and a number of farming 
implements that were in the barn were 
also destroyed. 

The loss on the two Wadsworth 
houses, barn and other buildings will 
reach $6000. There is altogether an 
insurance of about $1500.on the two 
houses, but no insurance on the personal 
property. The loss on the latter is $500. 
The loss on the Rose house, barn and 
hen house is $4000. and the loss on 
stock and contents nearly $3000. The 
Rose farm house was insured for $1800. 
but there was no insurance on stock or 
personal property. The Wadsworths 
were the first settlers in that section, 
which has borne their name for years. 
Mr. Rose and wife had occupied their 
farm for six years. It was previously 
known as the Kenney place. 

The fire started shortly before 3 
o'clock in the carriage shed at the east 
end of the Wadsworth passenger station, 
which faces the tracks on the N.Y.N.H. & 
H. railroad on the south side. The first 
one to see the blaze was Charles 
Gillespie, a boy who lives on a hill a good 
distance away. He at once alarmed two 
of his neighbors, Fred Hall and Rollins 
Ward, and they hastened to the station. 
They found Station Agent Elmer 
Wadsworth busy in his office and 
unaware that a part of the building was 
then in flames. As soon as the two men 
made their errand known, Station Agent 
Wadsworth hastened out and after 
seeing that his father, who is blind, was 
taken from the house, he sent a section 
man on a single hand car, or “digger” to 
Franklin center for aid. He then 
summoned all the help about Wadsworth 
that could be obtained, including 
neighbors and a gang of section men that 
were working on the railroad a quarter of 
a mile away. Among the helpers who 
came was Walter C. Rose, whose own 
property, nearly half a mile away, was 
afterward destroyed. There was no fire 
apparatus or means of fighting fire in 
Wadsworth, and while the flames were 
rapidly spreading, the best men could do 
was to get the household goods from the 
two Wadsworth houses, and the papers, 
tickets, etc., from the railway office, 
postoffice and express office. 

All these were saved, and nearly all 
the household goods were removed. 
Half an hour after the fire was first 
discovered the house containing the 
station was enveloped and the second 
Wadsworth house had taken fire. This, 
too, with the barn, was soon ablaze. 
Then the fire was seen issuing from the 
cupola on the Rose Barn, far down the 
road. Mr. Rose, as stated, was aiding at 
the Wadsworth fire, and when he 
discovered his property had also become 
ignited, he hastened there. He was 
accompanied by some of those who were 
assisting at the other fire, but all were too 
late to be of service in saving the house 


or barn or but few of the household 
goods. House and buildings were, like 
the Wadsworth houses, soon a mass of 
flame, and before 5 o'clock the 
Wadsworth and Rose properties were 
leveled to the ground. 

The goods of the Wadsworth was 
stored for the night in the unoccupied 
house owned by George M. Wadsworth 
on the opposite side of the tracks from 
the burned site. Father, son and niece 
spent the night at the home of Capt. G.W. 
Miner, one of the five property owners in 
the settlement. Yesterday, Station Agent 
Wadsworth was putting the unoccupied 
house in readiness to occupy it. Mr. & 
Mrs. Rose accepted the hospitality of Mr. 
& Mrs. G.W. Foster, who live half a mile 
away, and they are stopping there 
temporarily. 

The origin of the fire in the carriage 
house adjoining the Wadsworth station is 
believed to be due to sparks from a 
passing locomotive, and it is thought that 
the Rose barn caught from flying sparks 
from the first fire. The three houses 
destroyed were each two and one-half 
stories high. 

It was about 3:40p.m. when the 
section hand came here from Wadsworth 
and told of the fire. Chief of Police 
Nickerson rang in an alarm from box 24, 
at Nason’s crossing and the fire 
department came out, but the exact 
location of the fire was not known by the 
firemen beyond the place denoted by the 
alarm. The apparatus was taken out and 
they went as far as Washington Street, 
where they turned back. Had they known 
the fire was at Wadsworth it would have 
been out of the question to have gone 
there, as the distance is nearly four miles. 
Even has they made the journey hey 
could have been of little service, as the 
houses were ablaze then the alarm was 
given here and it would have been 
impossible for the firemen to get there in 
time to save them. Besides, there are no 
water facilities at Wadsworth to quench a 
fire. Chief Engineer John G. 
Cunningham drove out to the fire soon 
after the alarm, and it was then beyond 
control. He was also there yesterday 
gathering facts concerning the 
conflagration in order to make an official 
report of the same. 

Three telegraph poles fronting 
Wadsworth station and beside the tracks 
of the N.Y.H.H. & H. railroad, were 
burned and the wires were upon the 
ground. Western Union linemen were at 
work yesterday and today putting up new 
poles. 

A goodly number went to the scene 
Saturday afternoon and many went there 
yesterday to view the ruins. 


Death of George M. Wadsworth 


Che Evening Call 


Friday, July 19, 1907 


Death of George M. Wadsworth 


George M. Wadsworth, one of the 
oldest and most respected residents in 
South Franklin, passed away yesterday 
noon, aged 71 years. He had been an 
invalid for several years and dur- 
ing the past month had been seri- 
ously ill. Deceased was the son of 
Seth Wadsworth, from whom Wads- 
worth station in South Franklin gets 
its name. He had been a farmer prac- 
tically all his life, residing in the same 
section where ge died. He leaves two 
sons, Elmer M. Wadsworth, the sta- 
tion agent at Wadsworth, and Alvah 
C. Wadsworth of Denver, Col. His 
wife died several years ago. 

Funeral services will be held at the 
Union church in South Franklin next 
Sunday afternoon at 3 o’clock. Rev. 
John Reid, pastor of the Congrega- 
tional church, will officiate. 


Che Evening Call 


Monday, July 22, 1907 





` The funeral: 
Wadsworth, < 
who dfed last: 
the Union’ an 


South Franklin, 
yesterday afternoon at 2:30" “clock: ; 
ang. wag- well- attended, = -Rev, John 
Reid, ‘pastor of the ` Congregational’ 

conducted. 


_church,.. 

paid tribute: to the memory of de~ 
ceased. Mrs,G. H, Rogers sang ap- 
propriate hymns, There werè a num- 
ber; of besutifal. floral tributes’ from 
family and friends. The pallbearers 
were George Miller of this town, Ar-] 
thur Miller and Arthur . Merrett of|. 
Boston, Waker Metcalf of Natick, 
ie gen ‘wag in Union street come- 
tery, . 


= 





The George Wadsworth headstone 
located at the Union Street Cemetery 


Death of Elmer M. Wadsworth 


Woonsocket Call 


July 16, 1917 


FRANKLIN NEWS 


ELMER M. WADSWORTH 
DIES OF PLEURISY 


Station Agent at Wadsworth South 
Franklin, Who Was Also Postmas- 
ter, Succumbs After a Life-Long 
Service Near the Scene of His 
Birth—Was a Son of the Late 
George Wadsworth, Who Was Also 
Born in South Franklin—Had Been 
Ill Only Three Weeks—Other 

News. 

(Special to the Woonsocket Call) 


Franklin, Mass. July 146—Elmer 
Metcalf Wadsworth is dead at his 
late home at Wadsworth station, 
South Franklin, where he was bom 
and lived all his life, except for a 
brief residence at Ashland, and 
where his father, the late George 
Wadsworth, was bom before him, 
the later the son of the late Seth 
Wadsworth. Elmer contracted a 
heavy cold three weeks ago, which 
developed into pleurisy, and which 
resulted in his death last Saturday 
evening about 7 o'clock. He was 
54 years of age. The funeral will 
be held in the South Franklin church 
next Friday afternoon. 

The deceased had been station 
agent and postmaster at Wadsworth 
for the past 28 years, succeeding his 
brother, Joseph, */sic) upon the death 
of the latter. Earlier in his life Elmer 
engaged in business in Ashland for a 
time, keeping in touch, however, 
with his native town of Wadsworth, 
where he retumed to live after a 
brief period at Ashland. 

He was station agent and post- 
master when the N.Y.N.H. & H. 
station was burned to the ground 
several years ago and since that time 
the station and postoffce were main- 
tained at the home of Mr. Wads- 
worth. Here he kept a small store 
besides, and found time also to en- 
gage in real estate and mortgage 
transactions. 

He was honest and straightforward 
in his business dealings, was of a most 
genial disposition, and was well 
known and popular among railroad men. 
He also had a large acquaint- 
ence among people in this section of 
Massachusetts as well as Rhode Isl- 
and was highly esteemed by all. 

He is survived by one brother, Alvah 
C. Wadsworth, who lives in Denver, 
Col. He was unmarried. 


*Joseph Wadsworth was 
Elmer's Uncle 


Woonsocket Call 


Monday, July 23, 1917 


Funeral of Elmer Wadsworth 





` FUNERAL OF ELMER WADS- 
WORTH. 


< 
The late Elmer Metcalf Wade- 
‘worth, for many years station agent 
and postmaster at Wisent Both 
Franklin, was buried with io 
“honors in Union street cemetery last 
{Friday afternoon following funeral 
-gervices in the Union church at South 
Franklin, which was completely fill- 
eâ with neighbors and townspeople 
‘who came to pay respect to the 
memory of the deceased. Rev. John 
Reid officiated and Mise Beatrice 
sang with touching effect the 
hymns “Face to Face” and “Abide 
‘With Me.”* There was a profusion 








utiful floral tributes. 

At the Union street cemetery here 
Excelsior lodge, A. F. & A. M., held 
“Masonic services, which were con- 
ducted by Worshipful Master Oliver 
Goodspeed. The bearers were Wzra 
L. Blanchard, Albert Mann, Marston 

inborn and William 8. Johnson. 


Report of Genealogist Eldon H. Brown, Denver, Colorado, regarding ALVAH C. WADSWORTH 


6583 S. Downing St. 
Littleton, CO 80121 
25 March 1993 





Dear Gail: 


In response to your letter of March 3 outlining that Alvah Chapman Wadsworth, 
born 19 April 1867 in Franklin, Massachusetts, father being George M. and mother being 
Emeline M., with his wife Annabel, in 1892 had address Box 704, Seattle, Washington, 
in 1893 had Box 161, Seattle, in 1907 was in Denver, and in 1917 was at 412 Cooper 
Bldg., Denver, CO. 


You requested information on Alvah, particularly if they had any children, if 
there are any living descendents in the Denver area, and when and where he died. 


At Denver Public Sibracy, Vestec ‘Hetory Division, micrcefilms of City of 
Denver directories commencing with year 1918 read: Wadsworth, A. C. Insurance Broker,, 
412-413 Cooper Bldg., phone Main 1090, 841 Adams, another entry shows Wadsworth 
M., 841 Adams, Ins.M. & A. C., gen'l agents Great Eastern Casualty Co., N. Y. 
Entries for 1919 and 1920 were the same. In 1921 entry reads Alvah C., 1046 Gas & 
Electric Bldg. with no home address, nor is there any entry for M. Wadsworth. In 1922 
the entry for Alvah C. has (Annabel) added with home address of 841 Adams, but 
again no entry for M. Wadsworth. In 1923 entry reads Wadsworth, Alvah C. (Annabel) 
Special Agent Provident Mutual Life Ins. Co., 907 Central Savings Bank Bldg until Aug. 
1, 1923, after that date Patterson Bldg. 17th corner Welton, with no home address 
shown nor is there an entry for M. Wadsworth. 1924 entry reads the same. In 1925 
the entry for Alvah C. (Annabel) shows same insurance information and address, but 
home address is now 607 High, but again no M. Wadsworth. In 1926, 1927 and 1928 I 
find no entries for these Wadsworth people in the Denver city directories. A 
puzzling question arises - who is this M. Wadsworth who is a business associate, also 
an apparent relative residing at the same address? 





Since these Wadsworths seemed to disappear from the directories commencing with 
1926 I went to the Probate office of the City and County of Denver searching their 
index files for Alvah C. and/or Annabel Wadsworth, finding nothing. Search of the 
obituary files at Denver Public Library showed that obits and death notices during 
the 1920s are not indexed, and it is obviously time prohibitive to search 2 large daily 
newspapers for this without a better lead to a time period of death. I phoned the 
mortuaries now in existence that were in operation during the 1920s to inquire about 
deaths of these people with no positive results. I also phoned cemeteries in existence 
then, with the same negative results. 


At the Federal Archives branch, Denver Federal Center, I read and extracted 
information from the 1920 Denver census, copy of which is enclosed. You will note 
that at 841 Adams Street only Alvah E Wadsworth and Annabel are listed - no M. 
Wadsworth. Going back in time for further clues, at Bemis Library, Littleton, CO I 
read and extracted information from the 1910 Denver census on this family, and I enclose 
copy. You will again note there is no listing for M. Wadsworth, and the ‘column reading 
"mother of how many children" is left blank - does this mean none or does it mean the 
question was not answered. 

Going back further in time to possible child bearing years, the 1900 Denver City 
directory for them reads: Wadsworth, Alvah C.,, asst mgr Bankers Assn., 400 Ernest 
& Cramer bldg., rms 639 E. 17th Av., also an entry reads: Wadsworth, M. Mrs. rms 639 
E. 17th Av. 


Returning to the Denver Federal Center I read the 1900 Federal Census for Denver 
and have extracted information for the family at rooming (boarding) house at 639 E. 
17th Avenue. You will note that Mary A. is listed - this surely is the wife 
Mary Annabel, and the column of mother of how many children specifically reads 0. 


This finally solves the problem - there were no children of this union. What 


happened to Alvah C. Wadsworth and Annabel after 1925 I do not know. I can only 
surmise that they moved awey from Denver since I find no death information, nor do 


I know where they went. 
Cr F 
Liter A Ato 


Eldon H. Brown 


This is the fourth and final Volume of 


Che Wadsworth Diaries 


The original diaries have been donated to the Franklin 
Library. 
All copies of deeds, wills, maps, pictures and any and all 
research materials, together with original 
copies of all transcribed pages and enlarged pages 
of the original dairies have also been donated to the 
Franklin Library. 


| want to thank the Franklin Web committee for 
making Volume | available on the Franklin web site, 
www. franklin.ma.us/community/diaries. 





Spiral bound copies of any of the Volumes may be 
purchased at American Speedy Print, Franklin for the cost 
of copying. 


A very special thanks to Ad Print of Medway, 
American Speedy Print, Franklin and Wells Bindery, 
Waltham for their consideration and help with this project. 


GVL 





